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          AIRCRAFT DISPATCHER  
Complete briefing with pilot or flight 
manager to become familiar with 
nature of the mission and agree on 
flight following method & interval. 
methodprocedures 

Loss of AFF signal and/or Radio contact. 
Aircraft status unknown. 
ADVISE SUPERVISOR 

Is aircraft equipped with AFF?  Was it ON 
and working on initial call after take-off? 

YELLOW: 

Continue to monitor.  Positive contact 
made. Check time stamp for currency. 

GRAY/BLACK Changes in flight 
to black/gray after initial contact 

RED: 

- If mission was a planned LOW LEVEL 
flight, make initial contact on assigned 
frequencies.  Re-check flight briefing for 
agreed upon flight following procedures. 
Continue to monitor. No contact in 3-5 
minutes proceed to next step. 
 

MAY DAY call heard or 
accident reported or 
witnessed.  Known 
position High probability of 
detection 

Conduct an aggressive 
attempt to establish positive 
radio/phone contact  
SEE TAB:  

LOST CONTACT 

CONTACT 

 CONTACT IS ESTABLISHED 
-Implement local flight following 
      Or 
-Abort mission 

Lost Contact  

NO 

Search/ Rescue  
NO CONTACT 

BEGIN SEARCH AND RESCUE PROCEDURES WITH 
NATIONAL RESCUE COORDINATION CENTER 

SEE TAB: Search and Rescue 

Search and Rescue (SAR) 
process currently integrated 
with local and national SAR 

NO 

YES 

Launch coordinated 
SAR effort 

AGENCY 

RESCUE 

External Agencies 


